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Statement of the Proceedings

These proceedings .concern proposals for assessment of
civil penalties filed by the petitioner against the respondent
pursuant to Section 110(a) of the Federal Mine Safety and
Health Act of 1977, 30 U.S.C. 820 (a), seeking civil penalty
assessments for five alleged violations of mandatory health
standard 30 CFR 70.220.

Respondent filed timely contests taking issue with the
citations and pursuant to notice hearings were convened in
Evansville, Indiana, on November 2, 1983, and the parties
appeared and participated fully therein.  The parties waived
the filing of post-hearing written arguments and made them
orally on the record during the course of the hearing.

Issues

The issues presented in these proceedings  are   (1)   whether
respondent has violated  the provisions  of  the Act and
implementing mandatory  standards  as  alleged  in  the proposals

270e foregoing findings and conclusions,
